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Whose World Is It, Anyway?

And G-d saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.
______________________________________________________________________________

And G-d blessed them, and G-d said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, replenish the Earth and subdue it, 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that 
moves on the Earth.”

And the L-rd G-d took [vayanicheyhu] the man and put him into the Garden of Eden, to work it [l’ovdah] 
and to protect it [l’shomra].
Bereishis 1:26-2:1

And G-d said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.  So G-d created man in His own image, in the image of G-d 
created He him; male and female He created them. And G-d blessed them, and G-d said to them, Be 
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.  And G-d said, 
Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, 
on which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for food.  And to every beast of the earth, 
and to every bird of the air, and to every thing that creeps upon the earth, where there is life, I have given 
every green herb for food; and it was so.  And G-d saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was 
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.



Rashi Bereishis 1:26 

You should not cut down fruit trees that are in a place outside the state (i.e. where you are waging war), 
and you should not block the water canal in order that it will dry up…

This prohibition does not just pertain to the case of besieging a city, but also to any situation where you 
would chop down a fruit-bearing tree in a wanton destructive manner… But if you chop down the tree 
because it was harming other trees or because it was harming someone else’s field or perhaps because it held 
financial value (i.e., to sell its wood) – it would be permitted.  The Torah did not prohibit anything except 
wanton destructiveness…

(The prohibition of cutting down fruit trees) extends not just to trees only, but also to anyone who breaks 
utensils and rips garments and destroys a building or blocks up a spring and wastes food in a wantonly 
injurious manner….

Parable of the Artisan (Bava Kamma 9.3)

The question is asked in the Mishna:  If an artisan is given material to fashion and ruins it instead, is he 
obligated to pay?  If he is given the vessel to repair and broke it, he must, but what if he is given raw material 
and he makes a vessel and then breaks it.  Does he have to pay?  Most say he does because the artisan is paid 
to improve the material and watch over the finished vessel.  He has no rights to the vessel.  It doesn't belong 
to him.  This applies to the world we live in.  Hashem is the owner, man is the artisan, and the world is a 
blank canvas - raw material.  Man is commissioned to create but it doesn't belong to him.  Man is a paid
trustee over his products and must guard/watch them.



The root of the Mitzvah (Bal Tashchit) is well known – that it is to teach our souls to love the Good and 
the Greater Value and to cling to it.  Therefore we should attach ourselves to the good and distance 
ourselves from anything that is bad and any type of destruction.  This is the path for Hasidim (Righteous 
People) and People of Good Deeds – who love Peace and are happy with the goodness of the Creation 
and draw themselves close to Torah.  They do not ever waste anything, even a kernel of mustard.  They 
should fashion themselves in such a way that any wastefulness or destruction that they see – if they are 
able to (save) prevent it – they should save it from all forms of destructiveness with all their energy.

If a bird’s nest happens to be before you on the road, on any tree or on the ground – young birds or eggs 
– and the mother is roosting on the young birds or the eggs, you shall not take the mother with the young.  
You shall surely send away the mother and take the young for yourself, so that it will be good for you 
and you will prolong your days.

“Observe G-d’s doing!  For who can straighten what He has twisted?” At the time when G-d created 
Adam, He took him around the trees of the Garden of Eden, and He said to them, “Look at My works!  
How beautiful and praiseworthy they are.  Everything that I have created, I created for you.  Take care 
not to damage and destroy My world, for if you damage it, there is no one to repair it after you.”


